Andy King Reef Information;
An E-Mail from Carl Blow, Commissioner
St Augustine Port Waterway & Beach District  

Hello Reef Partners:
 

Yesterday (Friday 8-27-10) I took Joe Kistel and Ed Kalakauski with TISIRI out to dive the recently deployed Andy King Reef. Joe and Ed made two dives on the barge #2 deployment site which consists of the full length 55 foot long concrete fender piling. The sea was flat and the sky was overcast. The lighthouse, the cross and downtown St Augustine were visible from the boat. The surface water temperature was approximately 80 degrees however they encountered a layer of cold water (70 degrees) on the bottom that extended up to about 30 feet. This is what Joe and Ed found:
 

1. Fish. There were significant schools of bait fish both on the reef and on the surface. On the reef they saw plenty of sea bass and trigger fish. The trigger fish were very aggressive and both Ed and Joe came back with teeth marks on their fingers and ear lobes. Note that barge #1 was deployed 7/30/10 and barge #2 was deployed 8/14/10.
 

2. The 55 foot long piling did stack up one on top of the other as we hoped. In some locations the reef profile off the bottom is as high as 8 feet. Note we drove during the high tide and the depth recorder was reading 75 to 77 feet of water.
 

3. They sampled the bottom and it is stable and hard. They could see depressions in the bottom where the pilings first hit during the deployment.
 

4. It appears the barge #1 material which consisted of the 25 foot long piling is approximately 200 feet south of the barge #2 material
 

Note that The St Augustine Lighthouse LAMP vessel was on site towing their side scan sonar and they too reported significant reef profile.
 

I just want to take this opportunity to thank everyone for your help and cooperation over the last four years. Your efforts to create this reef will benefit both the marine environment and the citizens of northeast Florida as well as the tourists who visit our community. And take note, this reef will be providing these benefits long after we are all gone.
 

From Joe Kistel, TISIRI web site:

Underwater footage and photos of the new Andy King Reef

http://www.tisiri.org/st-augustine-andy-king-reef/
